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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This Response is submitted in response to the Office Action mailed October 2, 2001 
(Paper No. 4). This Response accompanies a Petition for Revival of the Application for Patent 
Abandoned Unintentionally Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.137(b). 

Claims 1-16 are pending in the application. In Paper No. 4, the Examiner has requested 
that the Applicants elect among the species claimed. 

I. Restriction of Species of "at least one structural element" 

Specifically, at page 2, numbered paragraph 1, of Paper No. 4, the Examiner has 
asserted that the application contains claims directed to a patentably distinct species of the 
invention when the structural element is an acid or is an amine as in claim 3. The Examiner has 
stated that claims 1,2, and 1 1-16 are generic. 



In response to this restriction requirement, the Applicants elect, for initial prosecution, 
the species of the claimed invention wherein the polymer surface comprises at least one 
structural element that is an acid, i.e. having the formula A as in claim 3 wherein X is CH2 or 

O. The Applicants make this election with the understanding that, upon allowance of the 
generic claims, the Examiner will consider the claims to additional species which come within 
the scope of the generic claims. 37 C.F.R. § 1.141. Claims 3-10 are readable on the above 
elected species. 

II. Restriction of Species Separation Substance 

At page 3 of the Office Action, referring to the specification at page 5, paragraph 1, the 
Examiner has asserted that claims 1-16 are generic to a plurality of disclosed patentably distinct 
species regarding the substance to be separated. The Examiner has required that the Applicants 
elect a single disclosed species. 

This requirement is unclear to the Applicants. The specification teaches that the 
materials to be physically separated from one another in the method of the invention are the 
structural element A of, for example, claim 3, and the linker which is shown, for example on 
page 6, second paragraph of the specification. It is by breaking the bond between the structural 
element A and the linker, that the separation is achieved, as the substance to be separated is 
attached to the linker. If the Examiner is requiring that the Applicant elect among the disclosed 
linkers, the Applicants hereby elect the linkers that are polvalkvlene glycols . 

If, however, the Examiner is requesting that the restriction is to be among the types of 
active substances which are bonded via the linker to the polymeric surface, the Applicants 
hereby elect proteins, as disclosed at page 5, paragraph 1, line 4. In either case, the Applicants 
make the election with the understanding that, upon finding the claims to be allowable as to the 
elected species, the Examiner will examine the claims with respect to the related species. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.141. 
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The Applicants respectfully request examinations of claims 1-16 at the earliest 
opportunity. If the Examiner has any questions relating to the above elections, it is respectfully 
requested that she contact the undersigned. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Gqtz Nowak, et al. 
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